


7. Appellant’s Response to August 18, 2026 Notice of Challenge of Eligibility for Candidacy
submitted to the Tribal Election Board on August 21, 2026;

8. Tribal Election Board Correspondence dated August 21, 2026, advising Appellant of his
ineligibility for candidacy for Tribal Office; and

9. Declaration of Sarah Billings, Internal Auditor, MHA Tribal Finance Department.

The Tribal Election Board and undersigned legal counsel understand that the Tribal Election
Ordinance’s Challenge of Eligibility of Candidates provision mandates filing of the administrative
record within twenty-four hours. See Tribal Election Ordinance, Chapter VI, Section 12-6-4(F)(4)
and (5). A responsive pleading is not contemplated in the Tribal Election Ordinance. /d. However,
in light of Appellant’s constitutional challenges set forth in his appeal, a Memorandum of Law in
Response to Appellant’s Appeal From Final Election Board Decision will be filed separately.

Respectfully submitted this 25™ day of August, 2026.

Tyra Wlkinson, TAT Legal Department

307 5™ Avenue

New Town, ND 58763
701-421-0759
twilkinson@mhanation.com
FBDC License #0058

A



REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

TO: Sarah Billing, sbhilling@mhanation.com

FROM: Tribal Election Board, electionboard@mhanation.com
Date: July 31, 2026
SUBIJECT: Eligibility of Candidacy for Tribal Office

You are hereby notified that__Terrance Eugene Fredericks _ has filed a Notice of Candidacy for Tribal
Office in the 2026 Tribal Business Council Election of the Three Affiliated Tribes.

Chapter VI, Section 12-6-2 (B) Outstanding Debt of the Election Ordinance of the Three Affiliated Tribes
provides that any qualified voter of the Three Affiliated tribes shall be eligible as a candidate for Tribal

Office, provided that:

B. Qutstanding Debt or Financial Obligations. Candidates shall have no delinquent or outstanding financial debt or
obligations to the Tribe or any of its entities at the time of filing his/her Notice of Candidacy. All candidates must provide a

declaration under penalty of perjury that he/she meets the financial obligation requirement in a format established by the
Tribal Election Board.! In order to comply with the requirements of the Election Ordinance, the Tribal Election Board may
promulgate additional forms for certification by the designated personnel in the Finance Office of the status of financial

obligations owed by a potential candidate.
1, Outstanding debt or financial obligations shall include any money owed to the Trihe, Tribal department, or Tribal entity
that is: a. Past due and owing as of that date; b. Delinquent; c. In default; d. In foreclosure or repossession; e. Has been sent
to collections; or f. Represents an amount that is in default, such that the rights and responsibilities are accelerated. ANY
DELINQUENCIES MUST BE PAID IN FULL TO QUALIFY FOR CANDIDACY. The EXTENSION OF ANY DELINQUENT AMOUNT SHALL
NOT BE ALLOWED. In order for the Tribal Election Board to determine whether or not the candidate herein has
satisfied the above-cited criteria for eligibility, the Tribal Election Board requests that the appropriate official of
your organization check the appropriate statement. Attached Is a copy of an AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF
INFORMATION. Please answer one of the following questions.

The candidate herein IS NOT currently delinquent in the payment of any financial

obligation in favor of the Three Affiliated Tribes of which our organization is aware.
%, The candidate listed above IS currently delinquent in the payment of a financial
obligation in favor of the Three Affiliated Tribes as Follows:

1. TAT ng_gage ~

2. Small{ Business Loans »

3. Tribal Finance
Due to the various time periods prescribed by the Election Ordinance relating to the procedure for ruling on the eligibility of
the respective candidates, this Request for Information form, upon completing, dating, and signing, must be received from
your organization by the Tribal Election Board within a period of two (2) days from the date of your receipt of this

form, which time period shall be strictly adhered to.

Thank you for your attention to and cooperation in complying with our request. Should you have any questions
regarding our request, please contact the Election Board at (701) 627-6479.

Please ensure that the person completing this form on behalf of your organization sets forth his/her signature and

date below.

—- ______In )ECEIVE
TE:_Interngal Acecl s fOr

DATE: S-S 2.2 b
AUG 5 2098

! pocument: Declaration of No Outstanding Debt or Financial Obligations. %

“TRIBAL ELECTION BOARD"




6. Tribal Election Board Correspondence dated August 18, 2026, advising
Appellant of a Notice of Challenge of Eligibility for Candidacy



Tribal Election Board
404 Frontage Rd.

FILE Copy

August 18, 2026

Terrance E. Fredericks

Re: NOTICE OF CHALLENGE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR CANDIDACY TEB CHALLENGE TO CANDIDATE

You are hereby given notice that the Tribal Election Board has deemed you potentially
ineligible for candidacy for the Tribal Office for which you have filed for the following reason:

You are delinquent in the payment of a financial obligation(s) in favor of the Three Affiliated
Tribes which are as follows: Business Loan

Consequently, the Election Board, pursuant to Subsection B of Section 12-62-2 of part VI of
the Election Ordinance of the Three Affiliated, hereby gives you notice that the Board

challenges your eligibility for candidacy on the foregoing stated grounds.
You are hereby given further notice that you must take the appropriate steps and must submit proof
of eligibility to the Tribal Election Board within a period of three (3) days (not including Sundays or

holidays) from the date of your receipt of this notice.

Should you fail to submit to the election Board any proof of eligibility whosoever within the
three (3)-day period, the Board shall rule that you are ineligible for candidacy for Tribal Office.
On the other hand, should you submit to the Election board proof of eligibility within the three
(3)-day period, the Board shall review the proof submitted and rule on this challenge within a
period of three (3)-days (not including Sundays and holidays) from the date of its receipt of

your proof of eligibility.

The Tribal Election Board will only consider that proof of eligibility that you have delivered
to its office on or before 5:00 PM of the third day from the date of your receipt of this notice,

dated August 18, 2026.

The Election Board hereby informs you that the three (3)-day time period for submission
of your proof of eligibility shall be strictly adhered to in accordance with the Election

Ordinance requirements.
Should you have any questions concerning this challenge, please contact the Election Board between

the hours of 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, at its office, located in HR Conference room of the old tribal building,
404 Frontage Road, Highway 23, New Town, or at 627-6479

Tribal Election Board
Cheryle Good Bird,
Chairperson



August 21, 2026

Via Hand Delivery and Email

Cheryle Good Bird, Chairperson
Tribal Election Board
electionboard@mhanation.com
404 Frontage Road

New Town, North Dakota 58763

Re: Terrance E. Fredericks—Response to 8/18/2026 Notice of Challenge of Eligibility for
Candidacy

Dear Chairperson Good Bird and Members of the Tribal Election Board:

I submit this timely response to the Election Board’s August 18, 2026, Notice of Challenge of
Eligibility for Candidacy. I respectfully request that the Board reject the challenge and certify my
candidacy.

I dispute that I owe the alleged “Business Loan” balance identified in the Notice. I do not admit
the existence, validity, amount, accounting, or enforceability of any delinquent financial
obligation to the Three Affiliated Tribes or any Tribal entity. I specifically reserve all rights and
defenses concerning the alleged loan.

The Notice does not identify:
1. The alleged balance:
2. The date or terms of the alleged obligation;
3. The payment history;
4. The basis for declaring the obligation delinquent;
5. The records supporting the Board’s determination; or
6. Any judgment or other final adjudication establishing that I owe the claimed amount.

Without that information, | cannot meaningfully evaluate or respond to the allegation. Thus, if
you deny my request to dismiss the challenge on the grounds provided below, I request that the
Board provide copies of all documents and information on which the challenge is based,



including the loan agreement, amendments, account statements, payment history, accounting,
collection records, and any certification or report supplied by the Tribe’s Finance Office or
another Tribal entity.

I further object on the grounds that the alleged debt provision in MHA Nation Election
Ordinance § 12-6-1(B) cannot lawfully be applied to exclude me from candidacy. Article IV, § 6
of the Constitution identifies the qualifications for candidacy, including the applicable
enrollment, age, blood-quantum, and residency requirements. It does not require a candidate to
have no debt or financial obligation to the Tribe. Article IV, § 5 authorizes election supervision
and election rules, but it does not authorize the Election Board to add a substantive qualification
that is absent from Article IV, § 6.

Accordingly, I request that the Board:
1. Reject the challenge as unsubstantiated;

2. Determine that I am eligible for candidacy under Article IV, § 6;

(&3]

Certify my candidacy and place my name on the ballot if the Board determines that [
satisfy the constitutional qualifications;

4. Provide the records and information identified above; and

5. Confirm in writing that this response does not constitute an admission, acknowledgment,
waiver, or concession concerning the alleged business-loan balance.

If the Board denies this response or rules that I am ineligible, please provide a written decision
identifying each factual and legal basis for the ruling, the vote taken, the records relied upon, and
the date and time of the decision. T expressly reserve my right to challenge any adverse ruling in
the Fort Berthold District Court within the deadline prescribed by MHA Nation Election
Ordinance § 12-6-4(F)(4).

Nothing in this response wailves any constitutional, statutory, jurisdictional, procedural,
evidentiary, or other objection. I reserve all rights and remedies.

Terrance E. Fredericks

Telephone: _

Email: tfredericks




Tribal Election Board
404 Frontage Rd.
New Town, ND 58763

August 21, 2026

Terrance E. Fredericks

Dear Mr. Fredericks:

Chapter Vi, Sectlon 12-6-2 of the Election Ordinance, “Additional Requirements for Tribal Office,” provides that
a candlidate Is to have “no delinguent or outstanding financial debt or obligations to the Tribe or any of Its

entitles.”

Pursuant to subsection Chapter 3, subsectlon 12-3-2{A} of the Electlon Ordinance, starting on July 31, 2026, the
Tribal Election Board {or “TEB"} sent out notices to Tribal entities of thelr obligations to compile updated and
accurate information on prospective candldates who have outstanding debt or financial obligations owed to the
Tribe, inquiring whether prospective candidates had outstanding financlal debt or obligation that was past due and

owing, delinquent, in default, etc.

The Tribal Election Board sent you a Challenge letter on August 18th, 2026, indicating that you have an
outstanding debt or financial obligation (Business Loan) to the Three Affiliated Tribes. This was based on
information received by the TEB from the Tribal Finance Department after the notices pursuant to subsection 12-3-

2{A) were sent out.

in the Notice of Candidacy form, you state that you have “no delinquent or outstanding financial debt or
obligations to the Tribe or any of its entities.” {See Attached). As provided In the Prospective Candidate
Authorization and Consent form you signed, it Is your responsibility to ensure that you have no outstanding Debt
or Financial Obligations owed by you to the Three Affiliated Tribes or any of its entities prior to filing the Notice of
Candidacy petition (See Attached and Election Ordinance subsection 12-6-2 (8)(3)).

You have falled to provide satisfactory documentation or other response to the Tribal Election Board in the 3-
day time limit as prescribed in Chapter Vi, subsection 12-6-4{F){2) of the Election Ordinance ta show that you have
no outstanding financial obligations or that your financial obligationt were not dellnquent or In default, etc., as of
July 1, 2026, when you submitted the Notice of Candidacy petition and that you are eligible as a candidate for the

2026 Election.

Chapter Vi, subsection 12-6-4-F(2) provides that If the TEB determines the candidate’s response submitted is
unsatisfactory, it shall rufe that such candidate Is inellgible for candidacy for Tribal Office and that his/her Notice of
Candidacy or Petitlon for Nomination shall be withdrawn and his/her name shall NOT be placed on the ballot.

With regard te the objection that the Election Ordinance cannot lawfully be applied to exctude you from
candidacy based on Article IV, Sectlon 6: According to the recent Hall decision, CV2026-0216, at paragraph 22,
there is a “limiting clause in Article IV Section 6, ‘in the first Election after adoption of this Amendment’ and “the
Election Ordinance, rather than Section 6 of Article IV of the Constitution, Is the appropriate standard governing

deadlines and procedures for getting on the ballot.”

Based on the above, it is the declsion of the Tribal Election Board to rule you ineligible as a candidate for the
South Segment Representative for the 2026 Electlon.

Cheryle Good Bird, Chairpe




REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

TO: Sarah Bllling, shllling@mhanation.com

FROM: Tribal Election Board, elactlionboard@mhanation.com

Date; July 31,2026
SUBJECT: Eliglbility of Candidacy for Tribal Office

You are hereby notified that___Terrance Eugene Fredericks  has flled a Notice of Candidacy for Tribal

Offlce In the 2026 Tribal Business Councll Elaction of the Three Affillated Tribes.

Chapter Vi, Sectlon 12-6-2 (B) Outstanding Debt of the Election Ordinance of the Three Afffllated Tribes
provides that any qualified voter of the Three Affillated tribes shall be eligible as a candldate for Tribal

Office, pravided that:

Candlidates shell have no delinquent or outstanding financial debt or
obligations to the Tribe or any of [ts entitles at the time of filing his/her Notlce of Candlidacy. All cendlidates must provide a
dedlaration under penelty of perjury that he/she meets the financlal abifgation requiramant In a format established by the
Teibal Election Board,! In order to comply with the requirements of the Election Ordinance, the Tribal Election Board may
promulgate additiansl farms for certification by the designated personnet In the Finance Office of the status of financial

obligations owed by a potentis! candidate.
1, Qutstending debt or financial obligations shall Include any money owaed to the Tribe, Tribal dapartment, or Tribal entity

that Is: 8, Past due and owing 5 of that date; b, Delinguent; c. In defaulty d. In foreclosure or repossession) e, Hes bean sent
to collections; or f. Represents an amount that Is In defauls, such that the rights and responsibliities are accelerated, ANY
OELINQUENCIES MUST BE PAID IN FULL TO QUALIFY FOR CANDIDACY, The OF ANY DELI ENT AM SHALL
NOT BE ALLOWELD. [n order for the Tribal Election Board to determine whether or not the candldate hereln has
satisfled the above-clted criterla for eligibliity, the Tribal Election Board requests that the appropriete officlat of
your organization check the appropriate statement. Attached Is a copy of ain AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF
INFOCRMATION. Plense aaswer ona of the following questipas.

The candidate hereln IS NOT currently delinquent in the payment of any financlal
obligation in favor of the Three Affiliated Tribes of which our organization Is aware.

)5 The candidate listed above IS currently delinquent In the payment of a financlal
obligation In favor of the Three Affiliated Tribes as Follows:

1. TAT Morigage

2, Smah@‘gﬁ%ssj)

3. Tribal Finance
Due to the varjous time perlads prescribved by the Electlon Ordinance relating to the procedure for ruting on the aligibliity of
the raspactive candidates, this Request for Informatlon form, upon completing, dating, snd sigaing, must be recelvad from

your organization by the Triba) Election Board within & period of $wo (2) days from the date of your rece|pt of thls
form, which time period shall be s1ricily adhered to,

Thank you for your attentlon to and cooperation in complylng with our request. Should you have any questions

regarding our request, please contact the Election Board at (701) 627-6479.
Please ensure that the person completing this form on behalf of your organization sets forth his/her signatura and

date below.

s R DECEIVE
e _lofernal Al O

Y5 2o
iy —— - AUG 5 20m

1 pocument: Declaration of No Outstanding Debt or Financlal Obligations. 0’3&
“TRIBAL ELECYION BOARD"
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' NOTICE OF UANDIDACY
TRIBAL BUSINESS COUNCIL

@ I have not been found guilly of & felony by a court of compelent jurisdiction.

@ 1 have nol reccives any of the following discharges from any branch of the Armed Forces of the United States: other
than honorable (or less than honorable) discharge; bad conduet discharge; or dishonorable dischange.

M/ @) ICT have served in any branch of the Armed Forces of the United States it is my responsibility to provide a copy of

-—

@ my DD 214 showing my discharge type.
N O_NAI have no delinquent or omstandling financial debt or obligations to the Tribe or any of its entitics.

& 1 am not delinquent on any credit card reconciliation, travel veimbursement, or other financlal obligations {o the
Tribe or any of its entities,

@lf elected, 1 understand that, upon taking office, I must comply with the requirements of the Mandan, Hidatsa &
Arikara Nation Ethics in Government Ordinance for ownership and/or pecuniary interest in any company that contracts
snd/or subeontracts for goods or services with an oil & gas producing company on the Fost Berthold Indian Reservation.

@ 1 am oligible o hold the office I am secking,

é I understand andl agree that, due to the nature and time fratme of the election, the Tribal Bleclion Board is authorized
to provide notice of its actions or decisions to me via cmail and/or in-person. I affirm that the email address provided hercin

Is the accurnte and proper email address for me,

1 nffirm that all of the nbove statements are true, that any false statement knowlngly made by me will subjoct me to
criminal penaltles and automatleatly dlsqualify me, and request that my name be ptaced on the ballots to be used in

°X » / O | / Ro2¢
Date g
Swom to and subgeribed before me this j day of qu | iy 200 e

S+h ”-{ of Nof“u-\ Kl" N

L‘-’\Ah*‘*' of Mm. nitral (
My commission Expim:4 u{a /ﬁ [a0& 9

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY

JULIE L HERBEL
Notary Public
State of North Daketla
My Commission Explres Jul 8, 2029

WK

DATE RECEIVED: ‘ TIME:

RECEIVED B

NOTES: ‘ @ @ pv

TUREE ARPILIATED TRINES
Novick OF CANDIDACY
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PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATE AUTHORIZATION
AND CONSENT

ALL PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES MUST COMPLETE THIS FORM PRIOR
TO RECEIVING THE NOTICE OF CANDIDACY PACKET

Today’s Date: 2 7 - Of- 03 (/

Full Legal Name: _ZY remnce  Euaeny ]"r.alc(tcks
First Name Middle Name Last Name

1 have requested a Notice of Candidacy Packet for the 2026 election to the Tribal Business Council of the Three
Affilinted Tribes. I undersiand and ackuaowledge all of the following:

I understand that the Notice of Candidncy packet must be accurate and complete at the time that it is
submitted, 1 understand that late or incomplete packets will not be accepted,

@_ll is my responsibilily to ensure that 1 have no Outstandling Debt or Financial Obligations owed by nie to
¢ Three Affiliated Tribes or any of ils enlities at the time I file my Notice of Candidacy packel.

It s my responsibility to ensure that I have no delinquent credit card veconciliation or trayel reimbursement
due or owed by me to the Three Affiliated Tribes or any of its entitics at the time I file by Notice of Candidacy

packet.

It is my responsibility to provide proof of my eligibility as part of my completed Notice of Candidacy
packet.

Q_l understand that the Tribal Election Board will obtain and reccive any information about me in order to
confim my eligibility as a candidate.

T understand that my name will be published by the Three Affiliated Tribes on its official website and other
public platforms or locations as having requested and received a Notice of Candidacy packet,

@_I understand that requesting and receiving n Notice of Candidacy packet does not mean that I have been
certified ns a candidate in the 2026 clcction and that I must complete and submit the packet, along with all required
e Tribal Blection Board in onder to be placed on the ballot,

Signature of Prospective Candidate Datc

COPRY

| ORIGINAY, |

THREE AFFILIATED TRIBKS
PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATE AUTHORIZATION AND CONSENT






was told that the Loan was severely delinquent and had matured. Since then, he has not contacted the
Office or made any payments.

6. As of July 1, 2026, the Loan is delinquent and in default and has been past due and owing for
several years. According to the terms of the Promissory Note, the whole unpaid principal and interest is
due and owing and in default.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on this 25" day of August, 2026.

Sarah Billing, Internal Auditar
Tribal Finance Dept.





